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Thinking about becoming a Private Pilot? This
brief will demystify the process of earning one’s
Private piloting license. We hope it helps to set you
on your path or answer any questions you may have!

TAKING THE FAA
WRITTEN EXAM
While it might seem like a daunting task, taking the
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Written Exam
before you start your ﬂight training is the best ﬁrst step.
To study, we recommend: Sporty’s FAA KNOWLEDGE
TEST PREP
Some quick tips and tricks:
+ Watch the videos, and answer the corresponding
questions.
+ Study the Question Bank. When you meet their requirements, they will provide you with the required
paperwork to take the FAA Written Test.
When you’ve ﬁlled the requirements of Sporty’s
course and you’re ready for the real test, you
should get an endorsement from Sporty’s. Then
schedule your appointment to take the test and
bring the endorsement with you!

answer the questions

study the question bank
In what flight condition are torque effects more
pronounced in a single-engine airplane?
A) Low airspeed, high power, high angle of attack
B) Lowairspeed,lowpower, lowangleofattack
C) Highairspeed,highpower, highangleofattack

SELECTING YOUR
CERTIFIED FLIGHT
You might think that your choice of ﬂight school is most
important, but on the contrary, your instructor is actually
the most inﬂuential person in your ﬂight training.
Try to meet as many instructors as you can: go for a cup
of coffee, or chat with them. The goal is to ﬁnd someone
whose personality works well with yours, and who will
create a positive environment for ﬂight lessons, so you
can feel safe to make mistakes and ask questions.
Once you’ve matched with your instructor, ask them the
following questions before you begin training:

+ How long before they leave to work for the airlines?
+ If they are leaving in less than three months, ask
them about their transition plan and start looking for
another instructor. (Note that this is very common.)
+ What is their schedule availability?
+ Can you observe one of their lessons?

During your training you spend a lot of time with your instructor
(at least 15 hours shoulder-to-shoulder and additional hours face-to-face). It’s okay if you decide part of the way through you’d
like to train with someone else!
Don’t be afraid at any point during your training to change instructors.
Don’t be afraid of ﬂying with a new instructor. As long as you like
them and they are a senior instructor to you, it’s not a problem.
Remember, it’s your training!

SELECTING A
FLIGHT SCHOOL
Accelerated ﬂight school vs Local ﬂight school
Accelerated: full-time, ﬂying almost every day
Local: part-time, ﬂying at your own pace/schedule
+ If you can ﬂy a minimum of 3x per week:
An Accelerated ﬂight school is a better choice. If you
can do this, you might consider training in Florida
or Arizona. They have the best ﬂying weather yearround.
+ If you need to space out your ﬂying lessons:
A Local Flight School is your best choice. You should
still try to ﬂy 2-3 times per week to learn efﬁciently.

+ Ask to check out their maintenance facilities.
+ How many instructors do they have on staff? What are
their schedules? How many have left for airline jobs in the
past few months?
+ What days are the busiest? (You should try to ﬂy when
they are less busy.)
+ When you ﬂy solo, how many airplanes can you solo in?
(Some ﬂight school have different years of the same model and will only let you ﬂy certain models, mainly because there are differences in aircraft systems.)
+ What kind of equipment do they have?
+ On your own, read up about old airplanes vs new airplanes- steam gauges(old) vs glass cockpit (new) aircraft instruments. AOPA wrote a great article about
this subject: https://www.aopa.org/news-and-media/
all-news/2017/march/ﬂight-training-magazine/decisions.
+ In the end, it does not matter. If you select a good
instructor and a ﬂight school closeby, ﬂy what they
have available.

MEDICAL EXAM
Don’t worry about the medical exam! If you are in good health, you should have no problem.
The FAA only requires that eyesight be correctable to 20/40 regardless of where it started.
Blood pressure limits are 155/95. Even if your health isn’t 100 percent, you could get an FAA
Exam.

TOTAL

Aeronaucation Expirience

40 HOURS

14 CFR § 61.109

ABOUT THE COST
OF FLYING
Airplane cost: when you see the hourly rate for the airplane, keep in mind that you are only charged from
the time you start the airplane’s engine.
Instructor rate is by the hour. You will normally (and
should always) do a pre-ﬂight brief, and a post-ﬂight
brief. The ﬁrst few lessons are longer than subsequent
lessons.
To get a private Pilot license you need to train for 40
hours minimum (with some exceptions). This means
that you will pay for a minimum of 40 hours for the
airplane at the hourly rate, as well as the instructor (at
their hourly rate). If you study at home and show up
prepared, you might be looking around 50-60 hours
of instructor time. If you don’t study, you will be looking at 80-100hrs for the instructor. Don’t worry, most
people do not complete their training within 40 hours.
The national average is about 60-80 ﬂight hours.

IN SUMMARY:
And how to keep your cost of ﬂying low:
+ Get the FAA Written out of the way early.
+ Fly as often as you can. Minimize the gaps between
lessons.
+ Select a good instructor and have a backup instructor.
+ Supplement training with a Flight Simulator (such as
with us at Simtech Aviation).
That’s it! We hope this answers your burning questions
on how to get started and inspires you to take the next
step! And, of course, come train with us on our simulators to supplement your training!
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